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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_Xprivate _ building(s)
_ public-local X district
_ public-State _ Site
_ public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC
RECREATIONAL

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
LATE 197" AND EARLY 20~ CENTURY: Craftsman
No Style

Narrative Description

Barnstable, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
8 1 _building
_sites
_ Structures
_objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

n/a

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC
RECREATIONAL

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete, wood pile

walls wood shingle
roof wood shingle, asphalt shingle
other
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Collins Cottages Historic Digtrict is located in the southeegterly part of Eastham, ontheeast
dde of the Sate Highway (U.S. Route 6), immediately north of thewell-known Orleansrotary.
Sae Highway isafour-lane, two-direction highway that followsthe course of the colonial Old
King's Highway; the primary regiona roadway throughout its history. Eagham isthe oldest of
sverd townsin the region known asthe Lower Cgpoe Orleans to the south and Wellfleet tothe
north are both offshoots of the origina Eagtham settlement.  Like mogt of the townsin this
"narrow land," Eagtham gpans the entire areabetween the Atlantic Oceen onthe eest and Cape
Cod Bay on the west.

The Collins Cottages Historic District occupies a2.7-acre wedge-shgped parcd of land that
dopesdownward from State Highway on the west to the shore of Town Cove onthe eedt. The
district isgpproached a its northem end by a paved driveway that descends sharply from Sate
Highway to Collins Landing. The accessdrive and publiclanding are not included in thisdistrict.
An older ssgmant of the highway that pre-datesthe mid-20th "etury rotary provides secondary
acoess to the district from the south.

Thedistrict includes atota of 13 resources. The nine contributing resources are the seven
cottages, afieldstoneseawal, and a shucking house. The four non-contributing resources are a
four-car garage, two wooden docks and aconcrete boat ramp - all are non-contributing dueto
their age of less than fifty years Their functions, locations and generd gppearance dl clearly
relae to the higtory of thisdigtrict. One of the wooden docks (NR map #C), replaced asimilar
dement which existed during the period of significance.

The character of the generd surroundings istypical of the State Highway areg, consisting of a
mix of resdentia and commercid properties, with most of the latter rdlated to the prevailing
aummer resort trade. |mmediate neighbors, including those adjacent to and on the opposite (west)
dde of the State Highway, are dmogt entirely residentia, and date from the 19* and 20*
centuries. Among those nearby properties are the Capt. Abner Lincoln Rogers House/Fisk Farm
(155 State Highway; 1890; MHC #1) which gands a the Orleans rotary, the Heman Smith 1
House (245 Sate highway; 1750; MHC #2), the Cdeb Sparrow House (305 State Highway;

1856; MHC #3), and the Waker Homesteed (315 Sate Highway; 1858; MHC #4).

Internally the dte is organized around an unpaved driveway that connects the two entrances
(photo #2). Within the district the driveway is surfaced in the regionally popular mixture of
crushed shells and stone. Beginning a the north end, the driveway runs south from the paved
Collins Landing accessdrive (not included within the district), passing between the Shucking
House (map #9) and Cottage #1 (map #1). It then curves upward in a southwesterly direction
between Cottage #1 and Cottage #2 (map #2). It then continued southerly, paraleling State
Highway, behind (west of ) Cottages 2-6 (magp #2-6). A spour terminates a the four-car Garage

(continued)
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(map #A), while the driveitself turns westerly and pesses Cattage #7 (map #7) on itsway to
joining the bypassed segment of State Highway .

The ste is landscgped with native materids that require minimal maintenance and harmonize
with their surroundings. Open lawn aress are covered with tough grasses, and punctuated by the
dark vertical form of occasiond cedar trees and masses of colorful rosarugosa. Thistype of
landscepe was characteristic of Cgpe Cod during the first half of this century, and predates the
modem preference for manicured landscgpes that require condtant water and maintenance. It
continues to provide an gopropriate setting for the historic structures, (photo#1,2)

An important site dement isthe mortaredfi el dstoneseawal (map #8; photos #1-2) that sgparates
the lawn from the sandy shore of Town Cove. Approximately 18" high by 12" wide, it sarvesas
acombination retaining wall and seawall. It was congructed in 1936 to define the upland portion
of the gte from the littoral zone, and to control erosion of the upland area.

Cottages

The district isdominated by the seven early-20* century cottages, which provideitsname. Sox
are roughly aligned dong the driveway that sarved the property. Cottages 1-6 were congtructed
in 1928-29. They are aranged to take advantage of unobstructed views of Town Cove, and are
daggered 0 asto provideindividua privacy. Cottage #7 was built in 1946, and is st further
back from the cove. Itsview isnow blocked by alater garage (1958; map #A) and Cottage #6.
Landscaping is confined to afew small shrubsand cedar trees.

The cottages, which are designed in a craftsman style idiom, expressdiversity within the theme of
unity. They are unified by their overall simplicity, generdly small scae and one story in height,
wood-frame constmction with weethered wood shingle siding, and low pitched roofswith
exposd rafter ends. Windows generdly contain 6/1 wooden sseh which istypica of the early
20* century. Cottages 2-6 have generous verandasthat extend across their eadt devations, facing
the cove. Typically the verandas are supported on pilings to accommodate the doping site. Solid
shingled rails support simplewooden podsthat rise to low hip or gable roofs with exposed rafter
ends Expangve wall openings are fitted with both screens and windows, which can be
interchanged according to the seeson. Simplewooden gtairs with open rails descend from the
verandasto the yard. Some of the materids usad in the cottages are recycled from chicken coops
that previoudy sood on the ste and from the former Chatham Nava Air Station. The cottages
are accompanied by smal exterior ges tanks, which providefuel for the kitchen soves. The
cottages are digtinguished by differing plans, the presence and location of wings, window Szes
and locations, and roof type (hip or gable). |n many cases the differences are rated to the
number of bedrooms contained within eech cottage. The amalest cottages contain two bedrooms
(Cottages #6-7) while the remainder contain three bedrooms.

(continued)
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The cottages were planned to meat the neads of temporary vacationers. Main entrances are
located on reer (west) devations to provide essy accessfor visitors unpacking their cards. Mogt
open into small kitchens o that groceries can be put away easily. Generoudy Szed soreened
verandas extend acrossfront (eest) devations to take advantage of sweeping cove views and to
extend the common gpace of the living rooms. Small bedrooms are clearly designed for degping
only, and are subsidiary to the larger centra living rooms where families could partake of joint
activities. Severd living rooms arefini shedwith wood wainscoting salvaged from the Chatham
Naval Air Station onthe walls and/or ceilings. Large sonefireplaceswhich provide hest and
cheer on occasondly chilly nights are ancther characterigtic feature. Large expanses of windows
and doors are found on eedt walls taking advantage of the view and aocess the veranda. Each
cottage dso contains a smal bathroom.

Cottage #1 (1928-29, map #1; photos #2,8)

Caottage #1 isthe only one of the saven that hes seen any subgtantia dteration. The changes were
mede in 1938 to accommodate Bemard C. Collins and his family when they retumed to year-
round resdency in Eastham. Like Cottages #2 and 6, the origina portion of Cottage#1 was built
on arectangular plan with its geble endsfacing State Highway on the west and Town Cove on the
eed. The main block was extended by a amdl gable roof wing on the south sde. A screened
veranda wrapped around the north and eest Sdes The cottage was shingle-clad and rose one
gory from ahigh masonry basament that was designed to house the shellfish shucking operation
prior to construction of the Shucking House (map #9) in 1940. The primary changesinvolved
extending the south wing, adding adeck infront of the new wing, and enclosing its veranda to
gan extrainterior goace The paired and pictured windows on the eedt geble end hint at its
veranda origins. Theoriginal character of Cottage #1 remains readily gpparent initssmall scae,
wesethered wood shingle siding, gable roof with exposaed rafter ends and generd air of simplicity.
It had achieved its current gopearance by 1947 and probably well before.

Cottage #2 (1928-29; map #2, photo #1)

Caottage #2 contains three bedrooms. It isbuilt on asmplerectangular plan, and rises one story
from aconcrete block foundation to alow-pitched gable roof with exposed rafter ends. The walls
are covered with weathered wood shingles, and the roof with agphdt shingles. The south
eevation contains two windows with 6/1 wooden saeh. A shdlow wing extends from the north
eevation. The main entrance is located on the rear geble end (west), while averanda extends
acrossthe eedt gable front facing Town Cove. The veranda is supported on concrete block pilings
to accommodate the doping site. A solid shingled rail supports simplewooden podtsthat riseto a
low hiproof with exposed rafter ends A smplewooden stair and open rail descendsfrom the
south sde of the veranda

(continued)
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Cottage #3 (1928-29; map #3; phato #2)

Caottage #3 condggts of amain block with lateral wings. The entire cottage is covered with
wesethered wood shingles and rises one story to hip roofs with exposed rafter ends A chimney
rises through the roof of the wing neer itsintersection with the main block. Here the veranda runs
dong the north sde of the cottage, projecting forward from the shdlow wing toward the cove.

Cottage #4 (1928-29; map #4; photos #1 and 2)

Caottage #4 condggts of amain block with saverd small wings onthe south side. Theentire
cottage is covered with weethered wood shingles and rises one story to hip roofswith exposed
rafter ends It retains itsorigina locust pogt foundation. A chimney rises near the center of the
main roof. Thetypical screened veranda extends across the east end of the main block. The
foundation areais Sreened with awooden lattice. Stairs descend from the center of the veranda
It wooden rail hes been replaced with one of wrought iron.

Cottage #5 (1928-29; map #5; phato #1)

Cottage #5 is Sited dosest to the cove. It isbuilt on asmple rectangular plan, and rises one story
from aconcrete block and locust post foundation to alow pitched gable roof with exposed rafter
ends A smdl gable roof wing isatached to the south elevation. Thewalls are covered with
weethered wood shingles and the roof with agphdt shingles. Unlike the other gable roof cottages
in the digtrict, this one does not face one of its gable ends to the cove. Here the eet-side roof
svegps outward a alower pitch than the main roof to encompass afull-length veranda

Cottage #6 (1928-29; map #6; photo #1)

Caottage #6, which islocated along the south property line, issimilar to Cottage #2. It condsts of
amain block with anorth-side wing, both of which rise one story to gable roofs. A full-length
veranda extends across the et gable end of the main block. The cottage is shesthed with
wesethered wood shingles.

Cottage #7 (1946; map #7)
Caottage #7 islocated near the southwest comer of the site. [t was congtructed dmost twenty
years after its companions and isthe only cottage that doesnot face Town Cove. Otherwise it

followsthetypical pattem of smal scae, one story height, gable roof, and weethered wood
shingle siding.

(continued)
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Shucking House (1940; map #9; photos # 2,3,7)

The Shucking House occupies the northeast comer of the digtrict, at the foot of the primary
entrance off Sate Highway and adjacent to Collins Landing. Reflecting itshistoric and presant
use, itdandsdirectly a the water's edge. 1t was congtructed in 1940 to expand shellfishing
operations that hed formerly been housad in the besameant gtory of Cottage#1. Itssmdl scde,
one story height, gable roof, weethered shingle siding, and overal simplicity harmonize with the
cottages described above.

Garage (1958, map #A)

The garage gands a the south end of the didtrict, a the foot of the intemal drive, between
Cottages #6 and 7. Like the cottages itisasmple, andl-scae, wood frame building that is
sheathed with wood shingles and rises one story to agable roof. Four bays equipped with

original overhead doors are soaced across the north faBade. The gppearance of thegarage
harmonizes with the design of the cottages as described above, while itsauto-rdated use is rdated
to an important agoect of the district history. It isconsdered non-contributing becauseitis less
than 50 years old.

Docks (map #C, D)

Two wooden docks extend over the narrow littoral zone in the northem third of the district. They
are placed there to sarve the boating activities assodiated with the Shucking House. They condst
of round pilings, diagona cross-bracing, wood plank decking, and asimplerail.

Boat Ramp (map # B)

The boat ramp islocated a the southwest comer of the site. It condts of aconcrete dab with
dightly raised edges that dopes downward over the shore into the water.

Effect of Modern Change

The Callins Cottage Higtoric District remains as aremarkably intact example of an early 20-th
century cottage colony, a property type that typified Cape Cod during that time period.
Alterationsto individual buildings as described above have had aminimal effect onthe integrity
of the district as awhole. The preservation of atypica period landscgpe isvery unusud and
greatly enhances the effect of the buildings. Very few wel-preserved properties of this type
remain in aregion that has undergone intense devel opment pressurein the second half of the 20*
century. 1n Eagtham the population has risen from 582 in 1930, the yeer after the Cottages were
completed, to 4,462 in 1990. Continued ownership by the family that buih the colony isdso very
unusud.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric stes are recorded within the district, Stesmay be present. Eight prehistoric
dtesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics of the
district represent locationa criteria (dope, drainage, distance to wetlands) which are favorable for
many types of prehistoric sites. The district includes awell-drained, level to moderately doping
terraced landscape adjacent to the Town Cove on the eastem sSde of the district. Marshlands are
a0 present within 1000 feet of the district to the north and west. Each of thesewetlands and
their surrounding upland environments would have provided awide variety of floral and faunal
resources available for exploitation by Native Americans. Potentid sitesmay include both
habitation stesas well as goecid purpose activity type stes. Historic period development of the
property has probably impacted any potentid Native American stesin the district, however, the
extent of theseimpacts is presently unknown. Impacts rdated to chicken coops, originally
present on the property, were probably limited to superficia or shdlow soil deposits With the
exception of Cottage #1, which hes abasament, and rdated septic systems, seesond cottage
congtruction dso probably impacted only superficial arees Given the above information and the
dze (2.7 acres) of the district, amoderate to high potentia exigts for locating prehistoric
resourceswithin the district.

A high potentia dso exigs for locating historic archaeologica resourceswithin the digtrict.
Structural, artifact and feature remains may survive from chicken coops which predated cottage
congruction in the area. Occupationd type features (trash pits, privies, wells) may do survive
related to congtmction and occupetion of the cottage colony. Refuse deposits may dso be present
related to shellfish operations conducted in the areathroughout most of the 20* century.
Remnants of pilings from earlier wharves may dso be present in shordline arees. Stratigraphic
evidence might ds0 exig from Jeremiah's Guitter, an early 19* century transportation related
cand designed to connect the waters of Cgpe Cod Bay and the Town Cove. The exact route of
the cand isunknown, however, it likely met the Town Covein the district areaor a short distance
to the south. Conflicting accounts are dso present that the cand was ever compl eted.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Marie "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari< "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bamstable. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
MARITIME HISTORY

Period of Significance
1928-1949

Significant Dates
1928-29

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Lewis H. & Bemard C. Collins

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
X. Other
Name of repository:
Eastham Public Library
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8. HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria

The Caollins Cottages Historic District possessesintegrity of location, design, setting, materias,
workmanship, feeling and association. 1t megtscriterion A a an exception representative of the
type of samdl-scde cottage colonies that were gopearing on Cgpe Cod in the early 20* century to
srvethe region's thriving summer tourism industry. It isone of the earliest examples of itstype
in Eagtham. It meatscriterion C as an unusudly well preserved grouping of Craftsman style
cottagesthat complement their scenic setting on Town Cove, and make use of building dements
savaged from earlier sttuctures.

The district isdso rdaed to Eastham's maritime history and represents a secondary theme of
commercia shellfishing and recreationd fishing. Thisagpect isembodied in Cottege #1 and the
1940 Shucking House. The period of significance extended from constmction of the cottage
colony in 1928-29 through the present day. 1n deference to the National Regiger cut-off date of
B0 years the end dateis st a 1949. The digtrict issignificant on the loca level.

Historic Development of the District

The Callins Cottageswere built in 1928-29 by Lewis Henry Collins (d. 1932) and his son
Bemard C. Coallins (1896-1981). They occupy a scenic Site overlooking Town Cove. The steis
dso drategicdly located just et of Sate Highway (dso known as Old King's Highway and US
Route 6), which hes been the primary regiond trangportation corridor snce the 17 century. The
cottages pre-date the current Orleans rotary. A bypassad segment of the former road dignment
now provides a secondary aocess a the southem end of the site.

Lewis Collins descended from an old Eagham family. Hisprimary occupation was serving esa
crew member of the Nauset Life Saving Station north of Town Cove. Known as "surfmen," these
hardy soulsrisked their own lives to save salors shipwrecked in thetteacherousoff-shore waters.
The Life Saving Sarvice became the U.S. Coagt Guard in 1916. Lewis d0 opearated a
shellfishing boat out of Rock Harbor to supplement his lifesaving wages. He bought the Town
Cove property in 1906 from John Stubbs, initially raising chickens here as an additional source of
income.

Bemard Collins was bom inahouse next to the Nauset Life Saving Station, and leamed
lifesaving skills & an early age. He gainedfirst-handexperience a age 17 with one of the worst
wrecks in the higtory of the gation. In the early moming of February 17, 1914, the Italian sailing
ship Cagtagrawent aground in South Wellfleet. Bemard responded to the wreck, dong \yith
lifesavers from other dations in the area. Because he wias lighter than the other men, he was

(continued)
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hoisted onto the ship where he labored to chop sailors out of the icy rigging. Finding the
hedmsaman with his handsfrozen to the whedl, he had to saw off aportion of the whed to free the
man. Asaresult of this incident, both of Bernard's legs were frozen to the knee, leading to later
hedth problems, including amputation of alower leg shortly before his deeth.

Bemard Collins married Abbie Nickerson on S. Vaentine's Day 1920. For twenty years they
lived in the Boston areawhile he heeded the J.A. Subbs Shellfish Co. on Boston's Fish Fier. His
father Lewis procured shellfish from Cgpe Cod and shipped them to his son's company, which
supplied many loca restaurants. Some of the shellfish camefrom Town Cove where the
Collinses secured shellfish grants from the town in 1928-29 and 1936. Prior to 1940 these
shellfish were processed in the basement of Cottage # 1.

The dder Collins deveoped the cottage colony in 1928-29, welcoming the first visitorsthat
ammer. Demongtrating the thrift that Cape Codders are famous for, the cottages were built
amog entirely from salvaged materids, including the chicken coops that formerly sood on the
site. Cottage interiorsarefini shedwith tongue-and-groove wood panding from the Nava Air
Station in nearby Chatham. This servicesble and pleasing materid auits the informal ssasond
character of the cottageswhile preserving another agpect of the region'shistory.

Bemard, Abbie and their two sons Bemard J. and Kendlm, retumed to Eagham in 1938 after
Genard Seafoods bought out the shellfish company. Together they took over operation of the
cottage colony and shellfishing operation which hed been run by Howard Walker after Lewis
Collins' death in 1932. Waker was the son of Capt. Abbott Waker who hed run Nausst
Lifesaving Station, and was an old family friend. By that time the cottages had an established
reputation and regular clientele. To accommodete their family, Bemard and Abbiewinterized

and expanded Cottage #1. In 1940 they moved the shellfish operation from the besamenttoa
new Shucking House (map #9) dted directly onthe cove. The 1938-40 changes to Cottage #1 are
pat of its history. They ads0 leave adear sanse of itsorigina character and relationship to the
other cottages.

Bemard was active inloca affairs, and greatly repected by hisfellow citizens. He served as
sHectman from 1952-58, and was honored s the "town father” a the annua Windmill Weekend
in 1980. Hewas afounding member and director of the Eagham Historical Society among his
many other civic and charitable activities. During histerm as sdectman, he played akey role in
establishing Windmill Park acrassfrom the Town Hall in the town center, (see Eagtham Center
NRDIS nomination)

Summer Context

The Callins Cottages are an excdlent represantative of the tourism and summer resort industries
that reinvigorated theflaggi ngCeape Cod economy in the early 20* century. Specificaly they

(continued)
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result from the generd economic progperity and increased autormobile use of the 1920s which
gimulated businessss and services oriented to the expanding summer population onthe Lower
Cape. Improvementsto Route 6 and its designation as the Old King's Highway in 1920 were
especidly influential, as was completion of two new auto bridges acrassthe Cgpe Cod Cand in
the mid-1930s.

The stethat Lewis Collins had purchased in 1906 was well Situated to take advantage of the
increesed automobile traffic that wasjust beginning to reech the Lower Cgpein the 1920s after
the State Highway was finally paved. Located between Route 6 and Town Cove, this prime
location combined convenience and scenic beauty. Evan estraffic hes increased over timeand
mogt cottage colonies have been replaced by modem motels and condos, the orientation to Town
Cove combined with the hospitality of the owners hes maintained ageady clientele.

Architectural Significance

The Callins Cottages are an excellent early representative of the trend that hes produced modem
Cape Cod. Cottage colonies and motor courts were the sucoessors to the large wood-frame hotels
of the late 19* and early 20* centuries, and predecessorsto the motesof the mid to late 20*
century. Such groupstypically condst of smadl individual cottages or cabins served by a single
adminigrative building where the manager or owner sometimes resided. Cottages were usudly
identical in gppearance and connected by adriveway. They offered seasond shdter only. Most
were built with native materids and were smply detailed. Since the emphieds was on enjoying
the outdoors, accommodations offered by these facilities often seam smdl and goartan by today's
dandards.

The Cottages were among the first of their typeto be built in Eastham. Over the next severd
decades, cottage colonies proliferated, especidly in proximity to the State highway corridor, on
the shore's of Eagtham's severd ponds and on the Cgpe Cod Bay shore. Other examples in
operation in 1951 included the Fine Tree Cabins, Eastham Motor Court and Overnight Cabins on
Route 6, the Crosby Cottages on Herring Pond, and Durling's Modem Waterfront Cottages at
unst Village off Samosat Street. Such accommodations were generdly owned by the
proprietor, who often lived on the grounds, and maintained by family members in atime before
franchising and uniform operation of many properties. The Collins Cottages remain as one of the
few well preserved examples of this property type on Cagpe Cod. The cottages are greatly
enhanced by their setting which dso retains its early to mid 20* century character. Like the
buildings, the landscape is characterized by simplicity, natura materials and seesond us2 The
Callins Cottages have enjoyed the condgtent patronage of many retum visitors. Insome casss
three generations of the samefamily have retumed summer after summer. One tenant rented a
the colony for 50 consecutive years, 1939-89.

(continued)
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Maritime Associations

The history of the district isdirectly related to shelfishing, a maritime industry that has been
important to the entire Cape Cod region throughout its history. Eastham's primary shellfish beds
are found on Town Cove and thewestside Cape Cod Bay coast. According to county historian
Frederick Freeman, " The benefits of the shell-fishery in Town Cove have always formed an item
of no inconsiderable profit." (Freeman: 355) Those locations have long been known for their
abundant yield of shellfish including clams, quahogs, and scallops. Shellfish were regulated as
early as 1765 when Wellfleet was set off from Eastham, and in 1797 when Orleansfollowed suit.
Provisions to share shellfish locations among the three towns caused a great deal of controversy
testifying totheir importance to thelocal economy. (Trayser: 92)

As noted above, LewisHenry Collins and his descendants have been assodiated with avariety of
localy important maritime pursuits. Lewiswas a surfman a the Nauset Life Saving Station,
rescuing imperiled mariners whose ships had foundered in the treecherous waters of f Cgpe Cod.
He supplemented his income by running a shellfish dragger out of Rock Harbor, which forms a
boundary between Eastham and Orleans on the Cgpe Cod Bay coadt. Edtablishing a shellfish
operation on property he dready owned & Town Cove in the late 1920swas anatura outgrowth
of his other activities. Lewisand his son Bernard secured shellfish grantsfrom the town in 1928,
1929 and 1936. Initially located in the basament sory of Cottage #1, the busnesswas moved to
a purpose-built Shucking House (map #9) in 1940. That business gradudly expanded to embrace
recregtiona fishing through the Fish and Fiddle Club which operated from 1958 to the mid-
1980s.

The Town Cove shdllfishing busness was the centerpiece of a regiona operation that was linked
to Bemard Collins' Bogton shdllfish company from ca 1920 to 1938. Lewisacted as the
middleman, procuring shellfish from Lower Cape suppliers, then shipping them to his son for e
to Bogton-area restaurantsthrough the JA. Stubbs Shellfish Company.

Modern Period

The Collins Cottages continued to be owned and operated by Kendm N. Callins, grandson of
Lewis and son of Bernard. Cottage #1 was winterized ca. 1938 when Bemard Collins and his
family retumed to Eagtham as fulltime resdents. The other cottagesremain as seesond rentd
dwellings with no magjor changes since their completion in the late 1920s Thistype of surviva is
reer on Cape Cod where intense development pressuresin the second half of the 20* century have
resulted inthe replacement, or mgjor remodding and expangion, of earlier watersde tructures.
The Collins Cottages have survived because of their long-term associationswith afamily that is
degply aware of its heritage.

(continued)
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In addifion to taking over the family busness, Kendm Collins hes dso continued the family
legacy of community service. He sarves as a sdectman, was afounder and officer of the Eagtham
Historical Society, and hes devoted severd yearsto the preservation of Eastham'stwo colonid
period burying grounds, (see Bridge Road Cemetery and Cove Burying Ground NR nominations)

Archaeological Significance

Although sixty-nine prehistoric stes have bean identified in the town of Eagtham, most are poorly
documented with locational information only. Few stes have bean systematicaly studied a the
intracsite level. Recent archaeologica sudies within the boundaries of the Cgpe Cod National
Seechore have produced the most reliable and detailed sudies in the area, however, they are
biased by the seeshore boundaries. Additional survey and testing is nesded in Eagtham and in
other neighboring townsto form amore representative and unbiased modd of prehistoric
sttlement and subsigencein the area. Given the above information, any sStesfound in the
district areacould potentialy be significant. Prehistoric Stesin the district may contain
information that helps better understand the importance of interior coagta aresswithin larger
Native American settlement sysems. Potentid Stesin the district may dso contain information
relating to the effects of sea leve rise on Native subggtencein the areaespecidly the point a
which shdlfish bedsin the Town Cove became an important food resource to locd Native
Americans. Prehistoric sStes may dso contain information relating to the changing availability of
different gpecies of shellfish and rdated climatic and coagtd change. Information may dso be
present relating to lithic procurement and technologies. Podt glacia soilsin this area contain
lithic materids in the form of cobbles that were used by Native Americans for tool manufacture.
Potential prehistoric Sitesin the district may contain information indicating how these materids
were obtained and reduced to varioustool forms.

Since mogt potential historic archaeologica resources described above dateto the 20* century,
many archaeologists would find them of limited reseerch vaue and not particularly significant.
Many of these resources do, however, have the potentia of providing detailed physica
information on later examples of severa re-occurring themes often associated with Cgpe Cod.
Detailed andyss of occupationd related features, especidly trash areas can contribute
information on the diversified economic bese that often characterizes Cgpe Cod families to the
present date. Information may be present relating to animal husbandry, shellfishing and therole
of amal scae cottage colonies in the early 20* century tourist industry. Detailed examples may
a0 be present indicating reuse or curation of materids in the district, ancther characterigtic often
assodiated with Cgpe Codders.  Information may aso be present in the district which documents
the location and technological agpectsof Jeremiah's Gutter, an early 19* century transportation
cand planned for this areaof the Cape. Conflicting accounts are presant indicating whether or
not the cand was ever completed and itsexact route. The cand was never a Success

(end)
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Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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Higtoric Views
Mid-1930s view of cove, dock, beech area
Mid-1930s postcard view facing SV from cove to cottages

1947 eeria view facing west from above cove.
(end)

10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Verbal Boundary Description
Thedistrict occupies Town of Eagham Assessor's sheet 20, lots31A and 31B. Theboundary is

shown on the atached assessors map. The eedt, cove-front boundary followsthe meen high
water line. Nickerson & Berger Engineers, Orleans; updated through 1997.

Boundary Judtification

The boundaries of the Collins Cottages National Regigter district reflect the extent of the resource
&5 it existed during the period of significance. That extent remains the same today.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

*  Photographer: Candace Jenkins

* Negatives in possesson of photographer

1. Panoramashowing water sde (east) of Cottages#4,5,6 and goneretaining wall; facing SW
July 1998 (5/4)

2. Wes rear devation of Cottagesif- 4,3,2 showing the interna driveway; facing NE
November 1997 (2/22)

3. South sdedevation of Cottage#2 with Shucking House, Dock and Town Covein
Background; facing NW November 1997 (2/24)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

March 31, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, N.W.

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination for:

Collins Cottages Historic District, State Highway #6, Easham (Bamdtable Co.),
Massachusetts

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Local Govemment

community of Eagham were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60-120 days
before the mesting.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg, Nationa Regider |
Massachusstts Historical Commission

CcC: George Abbott, Chair, Eastham Historica Commission, CLG
Candace Jenkins, Presarvation Consultant
Thomas Newton, Chair, Eastham Board of Sdectmen
e Leven, Eagtham Town Planner
Sarah Korjeff, Cgoe Cod Commission
Kendm N. Coallins, owner
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