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INDOT awards contract for U.S. 31, Indiana 28 project

By Josh Sigler Dec 22, 2015

The Indiana Department of Transportation presented this diagram of what the new construction project at U.S. 31 and
Indiana 28 will look like when it's finished. Tuesday, INDOT announced it had awarded a contract for the work.
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TIPTON — A day after celebrating the official opening of a portion of road construction on U.S. 31 in
Hamilton County, the Indiana Department of Transportation Tuesday morning announced it had
awarded a contract for the upcoming overhaul of the U.S. 31 and Indiana 28 intersection.
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INDOT had estimated the project cost at $13 to $15 million at a February community feedback
meeting, but in a press release Tuesday, said Rieth-Riley Construction Company had been awarded

the contract for $10.8 million.

That bid was the lowest among five firms which applied to receive the contract for the work.

The project will eliminate the stoplight at the intersection of the highways five miles east of Tipton, a

crossroads which has long been known by locals to have the potential to be dangerous.

“‘Removing the stoplight at U.S. 31 and Indiana 28 marks the next step forward to finish what we
started in reducing travel time between Indianapolis and South Bend,” Gov. Mike Pence said in a
statement. “Investing in Indiana’s highways ensures that we have the type of infrastructure that

supports economic development and invites job creation.”

The project calls for a diamond interchange with a loop in the northwest quadrant to prevent
interference with Tucker Cemetery, as well as roundabout intersections on the east and west sides
of the overpass which will take Indiana 28 over U.S. 31. The overpass will be a bridge made of
concrete and steel. The east roundabout will include a direct-access exit to Chrysler’s Tipton

Transmission Plant.

“The roundabout is specifically designed to accommodate agricultural equipment, increased
commuter and truck traffic, and future development near the Fiat Chrysler Automobiles

Transmission Plant,” INDOT said in a statement.

Now that the contract is awarded, Reith-Riley will start the preliminary stages of construction after
they receive notice to proceed from INDOT. INDOT anticipates that initial work, including the
relocation of utilities, clearing of right-of-way and the demolition and removal of existing structures

around the intersection, will begin in early 2016.

Road construction is anticipated to begin in April, and Indiana 28 is anticipated to be closed for

around 120 days beginning in June.

The new interchange is preliminarily expected to be open to traffic by February, and all work outlined

in the contract is estimated to be completed in 2017.
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Since the state outlined its plan for the Major Moves road construction project in 2005, 32 traffic
lights between Indianapolis and South Bend have been eliminated, which saves motorists 30

minutes of travel time, INDOT estimates.

Though traffic will not be opened to the official final configurations next week, INDOT celebrated an
official opening of the U.S. 31 road project in Westfield and Carmel on Monday, where traffic has
been shifted onto new bridges which overpass 106th and 116th streets in Carmel. U.S. 31 is now
open to three lanes of traffic in both north and south directions, and the project eliminated the last

two traffic lights on the highway through Carmel.

The overhaul just north of Indianapolis also created a free-flowing ramp from Interstate 465 onto
northbound U.S. 31.

Josh Sigler can be reached at 765-454-8580, by email at josh.sigler@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter @JSig_KT.
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Galen Paul Shipp from Facebook Dec 25, 2015
Yeah, | know they aren't related. Nobody's ever mentioned them in the same story. It's just sad that a familty
business has to close down because what the state thinks their property is worth isn't enough for them to
relocate elsewhere. Meanwhile, in another part of the neighborhood, a landowner who has sat on farm fields for
30 years is trying to get at truck stop built now that he's got prime real estate.

Like Reply
Jackie Treehorn from Facebook Dec 25, 2015
The two aren't really related.

Like Reply
Josh Holland from Facebook Dec 23, 2015

Division road and the tracks are the dangerous sections
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Like Reply
Greg Mund from Facebook Dec 22, 2015
Exactly what | thought!

Like Reply
Michael Garst from Facebook Dec 22, 2015
It's going to suck for a while. | was really hoping they'd get rid of the silly round abouts

Like Reply
Gary Campbell from Facebook Dec 22, 2015
Getting tired of all this construction going to Indy

Like Reply
Papa Bear Dec 22, 2015

That looks like a very confusing diagram. | need to see a larger one before | can determine if that intersection
looks as confusing as it does now.

Like Reply
RJ:Q-_;* .—:‘.;-: Alan Ferguson from Facebook Dec 22, 2015
*"*'_k- This is waste of our tax money
Like Reply
Josh Sigler from Facebook Dec 22, 2015

As of right now there are no plans to change that intersection. But INDOT says that's always subject to change.

Like Reply
Decarlos Green from Facebook Dec 22, 2015
Light keeping it lol

Like Reply
Tammy Adams from Facebook Dec 22, 2015
What will happen to the light at division road?

Like Reply
Galen Paul Shipp from Facebook Dec 22, 2015

and roundabouts galore when the construction's done. Let us all mourn Sherrell's as they put in the new Love's
truck stop.
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Thomas Wilson from Facebook Dec 22, 2015
Oh, great. Construction.
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Kokomo Tribune Events 9 See All Events  + Add your event
Tue, Nov 27 Tue, Nov 27 Tue, Nov 27 Tue, Nov 27 Tue,
< >
City of Lights Holiday IU Kokomo Art Gallery Visiting Photography Christmas at the Kok
Light Display Exhibit: “A Sports... Exhibit at KHCPL Seiberling exh
Highland Park Indiana University - Kokomo  Kokomo-Howard County... Seiberling Mansion Kok

@ TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
27 28 29 30 1 2 3 4 S} 6 7 8 9

http://www.kokomotribune.com/news/indot-awards-contract-for-u-s-indiana-project/article_a0e59598-a8ca-11e5-8dfc-cbc48c504969.html

5/5


https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10206651990132044
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10206651990132044
https://www.facebook.com/app_scoped_user_id/10206651990132044
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/
https://portal.cityspark.com/EventEntry/EventEntry/kokomotribune
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-11-27
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-11-28
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-11-29
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-11-30
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-01
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-02
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-03
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-04
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-05
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-06
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-07
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-08
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/show/?start=2018-12-09
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/details/City-of-Lights-Holiday-Light-Display/5679576/2018-11-27T00
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/details/IU-Kokomo-Art-Gallery-Exhibit-A-Sports-Collectors-Dream-A-Walk-Through-Baseball-Basketball-History-/5443287/2018-11-27T00
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/details/Visiting-Photography-Exhibit-at-KHCPL/5683125/2018-11-27T00
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/details/Christmas-at-the-Seiberling/5361827/2018-11-27T13
http://www.kokomotribune.com/events/#/details/Kokomo-Art-Center-hosts-exhibit-of-local-art-by-Bertie-David/5680344/2018-11-27T13
https://nym1-ib.adnxs.com/click?ilJG3FOsLUA9CtejcD0oQAAAAADXIzRA2SXQfilsVEBHrMWnAABZQAtkdJZn4YAZl1subk3zK25HR_1bAAAAAFQobgC1AAAA3AkAAAIAAADZMV8Hu24PAAAAAABVU0QAVVNEACwB-gDcAAAAAAABAgUCAAAAAAAA1h_rJQAAAAA./bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/cnd=%21Lg1IZAi5lKYMENnj_DoYu909IAAoADEAAAAAAAAAADoJTllNMjo0MjI0QOwBSQAAAAAAAPA_UQAAAAAAAAAAWQAAAAAAAAAA/cca=MjUyNCNOWU0yOjQyMjQ=/bn=84496/referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kokomotribune.com%2Fnews%2Findot-awards-contract-for-u-s-indiana-project%2Farticle_a0e59598-a8ca-11e5-8dfc-cbc48c504969.html/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%2Faclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCi-UlRUf9W7LTDM-9gwb33LDQAbHD0rtNtr-ywf4CwI23ARABIABgya7ViPyjyBCCARdjYS1wdWItNzMyNzY2MjQwODMwMzE1NsgBCeACAKgDAaoEzgJP0GO4-QviYdVqXawA9oRSxxGcXW3Ub77qil4qmc-YM1JVH9LOvKPv0iDkOBukvg-ZPqXTC74-qS19KnArLNP5QNUnRPIwXZ3LvCAKOqHgCYRSLd-9O4cEQ7Y9w8tGJPDfmUO-aQImp4Z3hL5lva17tb4W9dS84sjeTF9t1WJ4afW-nbMJyTaRr-yWNs4OdQ4cfIl6P1Yoz7zDoSpJUhd2JhJC0y6MoI8iUI0EmLX3fTX5dAp6exN1saIvrAgpA5RzCfR8QaPbBpeSdHCgIb2oLut1r3QHiqfUejyVUxb7TzLMQQZgYhneH2z9zhkN81-FryMTBGjAlmEwSiknUpvApHfDY4fAIVPqFfAD2Me1ipHEHCgq6O0JDjLXIJV4ZMvwF8RKFoNGOaf6l2jb0TERSeLrTa1FcsErcqWOhTywxKTKj8Gjuf0iouRGquQN4AQBgAarspL3hsGAxtsBoAYhqAemvhuoB9nLG6gHz8wb2AcA0ggFCIAhEAE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_0WFSbdd8WVLRr14VC1vfVAU8aLCA%26client%3Dca-pub-7327662408303156%26adurl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.tranzon.com%252FTAA1844

